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Why does spread
occur more in the
poorer communities of
Monterey County?

One clear answer:
OVERCROWDED
HOUSING
Salinas has the highest
housing density (3.8
people per household)
and 6,490 people per
square mile compared
to the City of Monterey
(2.2 people per
household) and 3,284
people per square
mile.
(2018 US Census American
Community Study)

Latinx people are more than twice as
likely as people who are white to be
infected with the coronavirus.
They also are seeing a steeper
increase in their number of cases.
_____________

Equity Question:
Why and how does immigration status impact
exposure and treatment to COVID19?

Housing
●

●
●
●

Overcrowding: According to the Farmworker Housing Study and Action Plan for
Salinas Valley and Pajaro Valley, the region’s agricultural workers face
“consistently stunning high rates” of overcrowding, and an additional 33,159
additional units of farmworker housing are needed just to alleviate critical
overcrowding in farmworker households in the region. And as we now know, this
overcrowding has contributed to the spread of COVID-19 among our farmworker
population.
Over 800 families applied for only 44 units in Moon Gate Plaza in 2019
In the past year California's homeless population surged by more than 16%
More than half of those surveyed in the 2019 Department of Housing and Urban
Development's biennial study reported this was the first time they had experienced
homelessness → Over 75% said the reason they couldn't obtain housing was
because they "can't afford rent"

Sources: Regional Farmworker Housing Study
2019 Department of Housing and Urban Development Biennial Study

Job Market & Economy
●
●
●

More than 90,000 farmworkers living in the Salinas and Pajaro Valley region
earn an average of $17,500 a year
259,000 jobs were lost from building services/ hospitality — an industry with
over 40% Hispanic employees
Many domestic workers who are undocumented lost income in large
numbers. This largely hidden workforce is more than 2.5 million strong,
according to the National Domestic Workers Alliance. Many of them are out
of work because of social distancing. They include workers like house
cleaners, cooking, laundry and caring for dependents. More than half of
them identify as Hispanic or Latina, more than 90% are women, and
most of them are primary breadwinners for their families.
Sources: Home Economics: The Invisible and Unregulated World of Domestic Work
Barbara Ferrer, director of public health for Los Angeles County

Job Market & Economy
●

Latino prosperity appears to be at risk from the coronavirus pandemic. The
devastation in job losses is widespread in America, as the unemployment rate has
climbed to 14.7% -- the highest level since the Great Depression. But the latest
U.S. jobs report shows that Latinos are the worst hit, with a record jobless rate of
18.9%, higher than any other ethnic group.

●

About half of all crop hands in the United States, more than one million, are
undocumented immigrants, according to the Agriculture Department. (NY Times,
April 2020)

●

Unauthorized immigrants represent a larger part (18 percent) of East Salinas’
estimated 49,000 residents than they do among all residents of Monterey County
(about 13 percent of approximately 400,000 residents). Furthermore, an estimated
40 percent of all children (85 percent of whom are U.S. citizens) residing in
East Salinas have at least one unauthorized parent.
Sources:
NPR Corona Virus Crisis: Why A Historic Wave Of Latino Prosperity Is Under Threat Now
Unauthorized and Uninsured: East Salinas and Monterey County

Impact on Families
Housing & Evictions:
● Nearly 10k students are McKinney Vento in Monterey County
● The Alisal Union School District saw an increase of 185 homeless students from November
2019-January 2020
Food insecurity:

●

●
●
●

A 2016 report by the Monterey County Health Department placed the
percentage of food-insecure people at 34% one of the highest in the entire
state of California
12,897 meals per day were served by the Alisal Union School District
12,986 weekend suppers were served by the Alisal Union School District
“We provide the food for all of our pantries in the county, and the need is so unprecedented,” said Melissa Kendrick, executive
director of Food Bank for Monterey County. “Our numbers have quadrupled,” said Kendrick, who called the situation
“unbelievable...First we’ve had a pandemic requiring people to shelter in place… So many individuals are now out of work. We
were already a county that had very high levels of food insecurity and hunger.”

Equity Question:
Thinking about the job loss amongst Latinos in the hospitality and
food service industry, alongside the fact that fieldworkers have been
deemed essential …

What more could we be doing to support our Latino
community who is being disproportionately impacted
by the pandemic?

Education Implications
Learning Loss
"Preliminary COVID slide estimates suggest students will return in fall 2020 with
roughly 70% of the learning gains in reading relative to a typical school year.
However, in mathematics, students are likely to show much smaller learning
gains, returning with less than 50% of the learning gains and in some
grades, nearly a full year behind what we would observe in normal
conditions."

Sources:
The COVID-19 slide: What summer learning loss can tell us about the potential impact of school closures on student academic achievement April 2020
Dr. Megan Kuhfeld and Dr. Beth Tarasawa

Education Implications
Remote Learning and Digital Access
Access: 70% of teachers assign homework that requires broadband access. 16% of school-aged
children (about 945,000) had no internet connection at home in 2017 and 27% (about 1.7
million) did not have broadband connections. Similar to overall trends, access varied significantly
by family income, parental education, race/ethnicity, and geography. For example, 22% of
low-income households with school-aged children did not have any internet connection at
home, and 48% reported no broadband subscription at home. Nearly half (44%) of these
households said cost was the main barrier.
Parental involvement: Studies show that when students have parental assistance with homework,
they perform better in school. This is a problem for many students of color due to the large number of
single-parent households, and households with non-English speaking parents additionally
negatively impacts student success.
Sources:
Immigration, Family Life, and Achievement Motivation Among Latino Adolescents Carola Suarez-Orozco and Marcelo Suarez-Orozco 1995
Public Policy Institute of California, California’s Digital Divide

Childcare
Essential Workers and Childcare
On April 10, Gov. Newsom announced the release of $50 million to pay for free
child care for up to 20,000 essential workers, and another $50 million to reimburse
child care providers for supplies for health and safety, such as gloves, masks, and
cleaning supplies. The subsidized child care for essential workers was initially set
to expire on June 30, but the 2020-21 budget legislation extends the
vouchers for 90 days.

Sources:
U.S. Department of Education’s Early Childhood Longitudinal Survey of Kindergarten children (ECLS-K)
EdSource Online
Rutgers Graduate School of Education, National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER)

Childcare

Equity Questions:
In Monterey County, where Latinos are our largest student population, and knowing
students of color are already two to three years behind their white peers academically,
what is the implication on their potential academic progress during COVID19 with
online learning?
Knowing that families with modest incomes (less than $60,000) have the least access to
preschool education, do you think field workers, who on average earn less than $18,000
annually, have access to high quality child care and early childhood educational
opportunities for their children?

Take Action!
Know your rights & legislation
The Unruh Civil Rights Act and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, Tenant Protection Act of 2019
Take the Census!
Blue Zones
UndocuFund Monterey Bay - Community Foundation Monterey County
Advocate for more affordable and farmworker housing: Register for MBEP’s Action Center
Tell your elected officials to support state-funded broadband solutions to increase access in our region
Support immigration reform
Support the many nonprofits doing excellent work in our communities -- see next slide

Local Resources
1.

Monterey County Office of Emergency Services

2.

California Rural Legal Assistance Income Replacement Guide

3.

United Way Monterey County COVID19 Resource Guide for
Service Providers
(income replacement, mental health, substance abuse, domestic violence, housing,
internet, education, disaster relief, animal services, childcare)

4.

First 5 Monterey County Resource Guide
(immigration, testing, childcare, housing, mental health)

5.

Alisal Family Resource Center Bilingual Resource Library
(EDD, FMLA, internet access, parenting, food, DSS)

6.

Salinas Valley Memorial Mobile Health Clinic

Other Resources
LA Times Podcast: Keeping Farm Workers Safe
KQED Forum: California Teachers, Students Struggle with
Distance Learning
LATimes: ‘We can’t prevent it’: Farmworkers paid low
wages fear coronavirus spread in crowded housing
Housing plight of low-income families in Salinas intensified
by coronavirus pandemic
Staying close: Salinas farmworkers make a home amid
California's housing crisis
She Has Cancer and Is High-Risk for COVID
Complications. But Like Many Essential
Farmworkers, She Can’t Stay Home
Democracy Now! As COVID Spikes in California, Latinx
Workers Who “Keep the State Going” See Up to 5x the
Deaths
PBS Frontline: COVID’S Hidden Toll

Organizational Information:
Alisal Family Resource Center
1441 Del Monte Ave
MLK Family Resource Center
925 N. Sanborn Road
Frank Paul Family Resource Center
1300 Rider Avenue

Dr. Carissa A. Purnell
916.214.2865 (cell)
831.775.4511 (office)
carissapurnell@gmail.com

Alisal Family Resource Centers
FRC Twitter
FRC Facebook
FRC Instagram @AUSD_FRCs
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