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Digital NEST • Ecology Action Center • FoodWhat?! • Opportunity Fund • Your Future is Our Business
Santa Cruz Warriors • Rancho Cielo • Monterey Bay Community Power • Monterey Bay Drone,
Automation and Robotics Technology (DART) Initiative • Think Local First • California Green
Business Network • Think Beyond Plastic • Youth Alliance
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Monterey Bay Economic PARTNERSHIP
Monterey Bay Economic Partnership was founded in 2015 to improve the economic health and quality of life in the
region. We invest in the big challenges to help our region thrive.
TRANSPORTATION. Our focus is on actionable solutions to manage congestion, and advocating for transportation
policies and funding, including improved bike infrastructure. We believe by working with our 80+ members who
represent the largest employers in the region, we can have an impact on increased participation in “smart commuting”
programs that help take cars off our congested roads.
HOUSING. Our housing initiative includes the establishment of the Monterey Bay Housing Trust (MBHT), in partnership
with Housing Trust Silicon Valley (HTSV), which provides a loan pool of over $12 million for affordable housing projects.
The MBEP Action Center highlights our project advocacy efforts, which have enabled the approval of over 680 homes in
our region to date. We are also involved in solving the housing crisis through Employer Sponsored Housing — programs
that include strategy development and training to ag employers, school districts, and healthcare providers.
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT. We’ve launched Monterey Bay Career Connect which enables students to take free
career assessments and view local career information and academic programs to expand their knowledge of career
pathways in the region. We also manage and promote the Monterey Bay Internships website. Now with over 3,600 users,
this site continues to connect employers and students, allowing companies to tap into local talent and providing students
with valuable work experience.
TECHNOLOGY. We regularly convene local tech leaders to discuss partnerships and synergies and brainstorm ways to
make our tech companies flourish. In partnership with the Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC), we’ve launched
an effort to establish and implement new broadband standards throughout the region.
DATA. MBEP invests in tools to track data trends to provide a longitudinal perspective of our region. We have data for all
our initiative areas and more at www.mbep.biz/data-insights.
EVENTS. MBEP holds two regionwide events each year: the Regional Economic Summit in the spring, and our State of
the Region conference each fall. These events bring regional leaders together, and stimulate cross-sector engagement
and mobilization. As a special benefit to members, we also host several Member Mixers throughout the year to provide
more interaction.

JOIN US. The support of over 80 corporate, civic, and nonprofit entities makes it possible for MBEP to tackle some of the
biggest issues affecting the economic health and vitality of the region. Join us as we work with leaders and influencers to
make our region prosperous and shape its growth for years to come. As a member you have the opportunity to advance
agendas and policy issues important to you and the Monterey Bay region. There is strength in numbers — join us today.
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our PROGRAM
8:00 - 8:30

Registration and Networking

8:30 - 9:00

Welcome: Kate Roberts, President, MBEP

9:00 - 9:45

Keynote: Designing Your Region, Dave Evans
Co-founder, Stanford Life Design Lab, Co-founder of Electronic Arts and Co-author of the
#1 New York Times bestseller “Designing Your Life: How to Build a Well-Lived, Joyful Life”
After years as a successful tech executive at Apple and Electronic Arts, Evans started the Life Design Lab at
Stanford University to apply the innovative power of Design Thinking to the wicked problem of designing a
thriving life. Evans’ talks are transformative, inspiring his audiences to view life not as a problem that needs to
be solved, but as a creative, collaborative adventure. He will share his Design Thinking methodology to inspire
us on the path to innovating a thriving region for all.

9:45 - 10:45

Housing For All
Affordable housing in California and in the Monterey Bay region is the number one issue for most
policymakers and residents today. Housing For All will examine concrete and innovative ways that housing of
all types is being built in our region.
		
Moderator:
		
Panelists:
			
			
			

10:45

Break

11:15 - 12:15

Re-thinking Transportation
Transportation infrastructure costs a lot of money and takes a lot of time to build. Where is the most “bang
for the buck” for future infrastructure investments? What opportunities do we have available to us today to
help us re-mode, re-time, re-route, and reduce our travel around the region? Come learn which optimization
strategies organizations are implementing to leverage talent and existing infrastructure.
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Matt Huerta, Housing Program Manager, MBEP
Stephanie Sonnenshine, CEO, Central California Alliance for Health
Lisa Li, Founder, California Sunshine Development, LLC
Meea Kang, Senior Vice President, Related California
PK Diffenbaugh, Superintendent, Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
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Moderator:
Panelists:

Aaron Gaul, Director, UrbanTrans North America
Matt Huffaker, City Manager, City of Watsonville
Ariana Green, Associate Transportation Planner, Transportation Authority of Monterey County
Claire Fliesler, Transportation Planner, City of Santa Cruz
Takamori Saito, Senior Administrative Director of Facilities Management Services, Salinas
Valley Memorial Hospital
Larry Pageler, Director Transportation and Parking Services, UC Santa Cruz
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12:15

Presentation of MBEP Community Impact Award

12:30

Lunch 		

1:30 - 2:15

Keynote: The Election is Over — How Did Housing Do and Where Do We Go From Here?
Scott Wiener, California State Senator
A longtime advocate for affordable housing solutions, Senator Wiener has repeatedly shown a commitment
to making housing more affordable by confronting California’s severe housing shortage. He will update us on
the midterm election outcomes and implications for continuing to work toward housing solutions.

2:15

Break		

2:30 - 4:00

Roundtable Discussions
1. Housing and Water
Water is in short supply in California and in the Monterey Bay region. Our population continues to grow and
more people want to live (and are living!) in our beautiful region. How do we increase our water supply or
live within its limits, while providing affordable housing for our diverse residents? Is there an overall policy
framework on which to base individual housing decisions so we don’t litigate every project?

Moderator:		 Dave Stoldt, Director, Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
		
Contributors:		 Sarah Hardgrave, Associate Director of Conservation, Big Sur Land Trust
				 Alfred Diaz-Infante, President and CEO, CHISPA
				 Bruce Delgado, Mayor, City of Marina
		
2. How Do We Create a “Blue Zone” in the Monterey Bay Region? 		
Come find out about Blue Zones and how they are helping people all over the world live longer. How do we
improve street and park designs, public policy, and social involvement so that it’s easy for people to make
healthy choices? The Blue Zones Project is a proven model for transforming the health of large populations.
Most Blue Zones experience double digit drops in obesity, smoking, and body mass index (BMI), millions of
dollars of savings in healthcare costs, and measurable drops in employee absenteeism.
		
Moderator:		
Kendra Howell, Director, Government Affairs, Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital
		
Contributors:		Katy Castagna, President and CEO, United Way Monterey County
				 Lupita Renteria-Galvan, Human Resources Benefits Manager, Ocean Mist Farms
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our PROGRAM
2:30 - 4:00

Roundtable Discussions (continued)
3. Drones and Airspace Innovations in the Monterey Bay Region
Flying cars, delivery drones, and precision farming are all linked through a rapidly changing aerial arena. A
handful of companies in the Monterey Bay region are leading the way. With close proximity to Silicon Valley,
an entrepreneurial and educated workforce, and increasing market demand across many sectors, this
emerging field offers strong economic development potential. Come learn about exciting new ventures in
our region.
		
Moderator:
		
Contributors:
			
			

Josh Metz, Economic Development Manager, Fort Ord Reuse Authority
Chris Bley, Business Development, AirSpace Integration
Scott Berry, Flight Test Engineer, Joby Aviation
Tom Swoyer, President, Grand Sky Development Company

4. Designing Your Region — A Deeper Dive		
Join Dave Evans to dig in and start applying the ideas from his morning keynote. Dave will help us learn
how to avoid some all-too-common traps that keep us working on the wrong problems. Then we’ll do a
collaboration exercise to prototype how we can work together to get traction on real, immediate issues.
		
Moderator:		 Dave Evans, Co-founder, Stanford Life Design Lab, Co-founder of Electronic Arts and
				 Co-author of the #1 New York Times bestseller “Designing Your Life: How to Build a
				 Well-Lived, Joyful Life”
5. Leveling the Playing Field in Education
How do we address the needs of those who aren’t succeeding with traditional education models? What are
the obstacles they face on the journey from education to employment and how can new models of education
and training level the playing field? Come learn about digital badging, prior learning assessments (PLAs), and
tuition-free financing, and how they could be put in practice in our region.
		
Moderator:		 Jacob Martinez, Founder and Executive Director, Digital NEST
		
Contributors:		Hayley Mears, Workforce Development Program Manager, MBEP
				 Barrie Hathaway, President and CEO, JobTrain
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6. Innovations in Sport Tech Manufacturing
Santa Cruz is known for its leadership in surf and bike manufacturing. Innovations in these industries, plus the
addition of up-and-coming electric rideable companies such as Inboard, have made Santa Cruz an epicenter
of the action sports manufacturing realm. Come learn more about what’s happening in this exciting space.
		
Moderator:		 Kristina Chavez-Wyatt, Client Advisor, California Manufacturing Technology Consulting (CMTC)
		
Contributors:		Chris Naegele, Vice President of Sales, Inboard Technologies
				 William Ow, Principal, Ow Family Properties
7. Aiming Higher in Broadband Coverage and Access
MBEP and the Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC) have joined together and assembled a Broadband
Leadership Team, which has researched user needs and has established a new regional broadband standard
of 100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload speeds. The question is how do we get to full coverage in the
region? Join this working session to help determine how we implement this new standard to make highspeed broadband a reality for all of our residents.
		
Moderator:		 Steve Blum, President, Tellus Venture Associates
		
Contributors:		Zach Friend, Supervisor, District 2, Santa Cruz County
				 René Mendez, City Manager, City of Gonzales
8. “Smart Commuting” Employer Toolkit Workshop
Building on the morning panel on Re-Thinking Transportation, come get inspired about bringing Smart
Commuting (aka TDM) practices to your organization. As part of an interactive workshop led by a
transportation expert who has implemented hundreds of commuting programs, you will learn about
practical ideas to implement the right program for your organization to decrease Single Operator Vehicle
(SOV) trips among employees.
		

Moderator: 		 Aaron Gaul, Director, UrbanTrans North America

4:00

Adjourn to Reception

4:00 - 5:00

Wine and Beer Reception — Marketplace Open
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keynotes
Dave Evans

Co-Founder, Stanford Life Design Lab and Co-Author, "Designing Your Life"
Dave Evans has a long history in innovation. He was part of Apple in the early days, where he led the
first mouse team and introduced laser printing to the masses. Next, he was a co-founder of Electronic
Arts and became the company’s first VP of Talent. After fifteen successful years as a tech executive, Dave
went out on his own as a management consultant assisting both start-ups and multinational companies
in strategy, marketing, and corporate culture formation. Along the way, Dave discovered his real passion
is to help people discern and build the life they really want. That led Dave to co-found the Stanford Life
Design Lab with Bill Burnett in 2007 with the mission of applying the innovation principles of design
thinking to the wicked problem of designing your life. The Life Design Lab has enjoyed great success at
Stanford and is now expanding broadly across higher education. Bill and Dave’s 2016 book, “Designing
Your Life: How to Build a Well-Lived and Joyful Life,“ is a New York Times #1 bestseller, available in 23
languages worldwide.

Scott Weiner

California State Senator, District 11
Elected in November 2016, Senator Scott Wiener represents District 11 in the California State Senate,
which includes all of San Francisco, Broadmoor, Colma, and Daly City, as well as portions of South
San Francisco. In the Senate, Senator Wiener works to make housing more affordable, invest in our
transportation systems, increase access to healthcare, support working families, meaningfully address
climate change and the impacts of drought, reform the criminal justice system and reduce gun
violence, reduce California’s alarmingly high poverty rate, and safeguard and expand the rights of all
communities, including immigrants and the LGBT community. During his term in the Senate, Senator
Wiener has passed a myriad of landmark bills, including SB 35 to streamline housing approvals in cities
not meeting their housing goals, and SB 822, which enacts the strongest net neutrality protections in
the nation. Before his election to the Senate, Senator Wiener served as a member of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors. Prior to his election to the Board of Supervisors, he served as Deputy City Attorney
in the San Francisco City Attorney’s Office.
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speaker and panelist BIOS
Scott Berry
Scott Berry, Flight Test Engineer, Joby Aviation
Scott Berry oversees the certification and flight testing of a revolutionary new aircraft, the S4, being
developed by Joby Aviation, a startup based in Santa Cruz. The S4 carries 5 people, can take off vertically
like a helicopter, fly fast like an airplane, and is exceptionally quiet and safe. After earning a Mechanical
Engineering degree from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, Scott began working for General Atomics
developing advanced unmanned aircraft and leading the project engineering and design engineering
development teams.

Chris Bley
Business Development, AirSpace Integration
Chris Bley has a BA in Biology from UC Santa Cruz. He has been active in the utility wind energy industry
for 19 years since founding Rope Partner. In 2012, he co-founded InspecTools with a focus on renewable
energy inspections, using drones to capture imagery and deliver wind, solar, and electric infrastructure
insights into a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) environment. In September 2018, InspecTools was
acquired by PrecisionHawk. Chris is presently focused on several other drone-related projects including
Monterey Bay DART and AirSpace Integration.

Steve Blum
President, Tellus Venture Associates
Steve Blum is president of Tellus Venture Associates, a management, planning and business development
consultancy for municipal and community broadband initiatives. He is a 30-year industry veteran and
an expert in developing new broadband infrastructure and services, including fiber optic, wireless
and satellite systems. Steve also assists local governments with broadband policy development and
implementation, including asset lease agreements and negotiations. He has planned, developed and/or
managed municipal fiber optic systems in several cities, including Riverside, Santa Cruz, Gonzales, San
Leandro, Palo Alto, Union City, Salinas and Watsonville. He’s a member of the executive team for the Central
Coast Broadband Consortium and works with other regional broadband consortia throughout California.

Katy Castagna
President and CEO, United Way Monterey County
Katy Castagna has a BA from Brown University with concentrations in Anthropology and Latin American
Studies, and an MBA from UCLA. She has over 30 years of experience working and volunteering in public
and nonprofit organizations in Southern California and Monterey County. She has been with United
Way Monterey County since 2004 and is leading the organization’s work on financial stability for families
through access to affordable quality child care, housing, and financial asset building.
WiFi NETWORK NAME: Hilton Honors Meeting
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Bruce Delgado
Mayor, City of Marina
Bruce has volunteered as City of Marina’s mayor since 2008. He has worked as a Botanist on Fort Ord
National Monument since 1993 and has a deep understanding of Fort Ord’s challenges. Some of
Bruce’s appointments include board member of Central Coast Regional Water Board since 2011, current
chairman of Monterey Regional Waste Management District, Chairman of Monterey County LAFCO
2011- 2012, and Director of TAMC since 2008.

Alfred Diaz-Infante
President and CEO, CHISPA
Alfred Diaz-Infante is the President and CEO of Community Housing Improvement Systems and
Planning Association, Inc., (CHISPA). Mr. Diaz-Infante serves on several nonprofit boards. He is an elected
official of the board of Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital, and served on the Monterey County Planning
Commission from 1993-1998. Mr. Diaz-Infante received an MBA degree from the Haas School of Business
at the University of California, Berkeley and a BS degree in Finance from California State University,
Sacramento.

PK Diffenbaugh
Superintendent, Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
PK Diffenbaugh is a proven educational leader with experience bringing people together to achieve a
shared vision. He was appointed Superintendent of the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District in
June 2014, and is responsible for the education of more than 10,000 scholars. Prior to coming to MPUSD,
he served as director of 7-12 instruction for Garden Grove Unified School District, and also led the
turnaround of Sacramento High School. Diffenbaugh holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership from
Harvard University, an innovative partnership between the Harvard Business School, Kennedy School of
Government, and Graduate School of Education.

Claire Fliesler
Transportation Planner, City of Santa Cruz
Claire Fliesler is the Transportation Planner for the City of Santa Cruz. Her undergraduate and graduate
degrees are in City and Regional Planning with an emphasis on the connection between transportation
and land use. At the City, her primary focus is on developing projects and programs that make using
non-auto transportation easier for daily trips and increasing roadway safety for all users.
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Zach Friend
Supervisor, District 2, Santa Cruz County
Zach Friend has worked for Barack Obama’s presidential campaign, the White House Council of
Economic Advisers, U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives. Zach was elected to the Santa Cruz
County Board of Supervisors, representing the Second District, in 2012 and was reelected in 2016 and
currently serves as Chair of the Board. His book “On Message” became an Amazon.com best seller in the
Marketing category and won a prestigious Axiom Business Book Award.

Aaron Gaul
Director, UrbanTrans North America
A self-described transportation nerd, Aaron’s career in transportation and behavior change has
spanned over 18 years and has taken him all around the globe. He currently provides project strategy
and direction for numerous award-winning transportation programs across North America including
Toronto, Denver, Atlanta, Las Vegas, the state of Massachusetts, South Florida, and closer to home,
multiple programs across California. Aaron was recently selected as a subject matter expert to develop
the Association of Commuter Transportation (ACT) professional certification and was the recipient of
ACT’s annual President’s Award.

Ariana Green
Associate Transportation Planner, Transportation Agency for Monterey County
Ariana has contributed to transportation planning and long-range land use planning efforts in the
Monterey Bay area over the past eight years. She has developed local and regional transportation plans
and policies and designed and implemented an award-winning public outreach strategy for the Holman
Highway 68 Roundabout construction. She currently manages the Measure X Safe Routes to School
program and the Go831 (smart commute) program serving Monterey County.

Sarah Hardgrave
Associate Director of Conservation, Big Sur Land Trust
Sarah has 20 years of experience in environmental, water resources and coastal management. She has a
degree in environmental studies from Mount Holyoke College and Masters degrees in Community and
Regional Planning and Public Administration from the University of Oregon. She previously worked for
the City of Pacific Grove and the County of Monterey, and has worked as a planning consultant.
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Barrie Hathaway
President and CEO, JobTrain
JobTrain’s President and CEO Barrie Hathaway combines his passion for empowering others to
succeed with the experience of a seasoned leader. A nearly 20-year nonprofit veteran, Barrie leads
JobTrain’s strategic direction, develops growth plans, and guides the management team. In 2010,
Barrie was named National Social Enterprise Leader of the Year by the Social Enterprise Alliance; he
received the Jefferson Award for Nonprofit Leadership in 2012; and was selected for the Tipping Point
Community Award in 2015. Barrie has a B.S. in Organizational Development and a Master of Nonprofit
Administration from the University of San Francisco.

Kendra Howell
Director of Government Affairs, Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System
Currently the Director of Government Affairs for Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System and the Policy
Lead for the Blue Zones Project, Kendra Howell has over thirty years of experience representing high-profile
organizations and promoting their missions and messages internally and throughout the community. Prior
to joining SVMHS, Kendra worked for Walt Disney Parks and Resorts in Community Affairs, Marketing, and
Special Events. Kendra holds a Master of Public Policy from CSUMB/Panetta Institute.

Matt Huerta
Housing Program Manager, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership
Matt Huerta leads MBEP’s housing initiative. He is engaged in several volunteer activities including
serving on the boards of the Nonprofit Housing Association of Northern California and the California
Coalition for Rural Housing. He earned a B.S. in Community and Regional Development from the
University of California at Davis where he also served as the President of the Associated Students during
his senior year. Matt has lived in Salinas since 2005.

Matt Huffaker
City Manager, City of Watsonville
Matt Huffaker is an experienced local government professional, currently serving as the City Manager
for the City of Watsonville, and previously as the Deputy City Manager for the City of Walnut Creek. He
is an action-oriented leader, with a passion for building community partnerships and championing
positive system change. Matt has extensive experience in economic development, strategic planning,
labor relations, organizational development and building community partnerships. He is a member of
the Rotary Club of Watsonville and has served on numerous boards, including Second Harvest Food
Bank and Monterey Bay Community Power.
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Meea Kang
Senior Vice President, The Related Companies of California
Ms. Kang comes to Related with over 20 years experience in housing policy, finance, affordable
housing and transit oriented development. She is an expert in navigating California’s complex land use
entitlement processes and is a leading advocate for smart growth legislation. She has forged innovative
public-private partnerships, and structuring multi-layered financing bringing difficult projects to
fruition. Ms. Kang has entitled and constructed more than 2,500 affordable housing units in California.
Her breakthrough projects have been honored with numerous awards.

Lisa (Xinrui) Li
Founder and CEO, California Sunshine Development, LLC
Lisa Li’s professional experience spans over 15 years in construction management, real estate land
planning, and international business management. Ms. Li has been responsible for the management
and development of Sunshine Vista Homes, a residential subdivision site in Watsonville. With her
previous construction management background, she has successfully managed foreign investment
funds for international investors over the past 5 years.

Jacob Martinez
Founder and Executive Director, Digital NEST
Jacob Martinez is the Executive Director of the Digital NEST, a nonprofit that connects youth to a
skill-building community that transforms them into professionals who can create successful careers,
innovative solutions and prosperous communities. He was named by Tech Crunch as one of 2014’s Top
10 Men in the Country Supporting Women in Technology. He currently serves on the Board of Directors
for the Watsonville Film Festival, Santa Cruz Works, and UCSC Alumni Council.

Hayley Mears
Workforce Development Program Manager, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership
Hayley is a Santa Cruz native with over 7 years experience in education, career services, job
development, and student counseling. Prior to joining MBEP in 2017, Hayley worked at UC Santa Cruz
for over 5 years, serving students in various positions, most recently as an internship and job placement
coordinator with the Economics Department. Her work experience also includes positions as the
Job Development Specialist with the UC Santa Cruz Career Center in 2012 and Career Development
Specialist with special education students at Santa Cruz City School District.
WiFi NETWORK NAME: Hilton Honors Meeting
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René Mendez
City Manager, City of Gonzales and Co-Chair, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership
René Mendez has over twenty years of state and local government experience. Right after graduate
school he spent five years with the California Legislative Analyst Office, and then spent five years with
Solano County Administrator’s Office. Before coming to Gonzales in 2005, he spent the prior eight years
as the County Administrator for the County of Inyo. He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics
from California State University, Stanislaus and a Master of Arts Degree from Duke University.

Josh Metz
Economic Development Manager, Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA)
Josh Metz is the Economic Development Manager for the Fort Ord Reuse Authority, which is focused
on Monterey Bay regional economic recovery from the closure of Fort Ord. Looking to build on regional
strengths and capitalize on emerging new fields, Josh is working with multiple private and public sector
partners to advance a Monterey Bay Drone, Automation and Robotics Technology (DART) regional
economic development initiative.

Chris Naegele
Vice President, Sales, Inboard Technologies
Chris Naegele has worked at a number of leading outdoor and technology companies which are
strongly branded and image-led. His experience is primarily in scaling and managing teams in customer
support, sales, and sales education. Currently he is the VP of Sales at Inboard Technology in Santa
Cruz, CA. Prior to his role at Inboard he worked at GoPro building and managing teams across multiple
departments as GoPro scaled from a small 10-person organization to a 1,500+ person publicly traded
company. He also built and ran the education department at Nest Labs during the integration into
Google (Alphabet) post-acquisition.

William Ow
Principal, Ow Family Properties
William Ow is fourth of five generations in Santa Cruz, and has worked for the last two decades for Ow
Family Properties. William’s efforts have been focused on redevelopment of commercial real estate
in Santa Cruz County, with the most notable project being The Wrigley Building, which houses over
40 companies employing over 400 people and is an attraction and success for the Westside of Santa
Cruz. William is passionate about his community, and ensuring smart growth and higher quality of life
through sustainability via work, education, transportation and recreation for its residents.
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Larry Pageler
Director Transportation and Parking Services, UC Santa Cruz
Larry Pageler’s career has spanned more than three decades at UC Santa Cruz. In 1990 he was selected
to serve as UC Santa Cruz’s second Transportation Director, and has helped redefine “alternative
transportation” as “sustainable transportation” for the campus. His work has focused on transit and other
multi-occupant travel modes, human-powered transport, and analysis of travel behavior. He is especially
interested in reducing mobile-source greenhouse gas emissions through sustainable transportation
measures. Larry earned his BA in Environmental Studies at UC Santa Cruz.

Lupita Renteria-Galvan
Human Resources Benefits Manager, Ocean Mist Farms
Lupita Renteria-Galvan has served as the Human Resources Benefits Manager for Ocean Mist Farms
since 2008. In addition to her role in HR, Lupita has chaired the company’s Wellness Committee since
its inception in 2013. Their mission is to create a work setting at Ocean Mist Farms that will support
the values of choosing a healthy lifestyle. In addition to her work with Ocean Mist Farms, Lupita is the
Board Chair for the Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast and is a member of the Central Coast Human
Resources Association.

Kate Roberts
President, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership
Since September 2015 Kate Roberts has been the President of Monterey Bay Economic Partnership
(MBEP). Prior to joining MBEP, Kate spent seven years running her own independent management
consultancy, The Wired Woman, that helped organizations solidify strategies and accelerate growth.
Over her 25 years in the high-tech industry she held leadership positions in sales, marketing, partner
management, and corporate social responsibility. She spent a decade at Cisco Systems, Inc. leading
strategic initiatives and creating successful partnerships with the United Nations, USAID and other
global partners to further tech education and workforce development in the developing world.

Takamori Saito
Senior Administrative Director Facilities Management Services, Salinas Valley Memorial
Healthcare System
In Takamori Saito’s current role at Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System, he is responsible for
Parking Management, Transportation and Valet services. With over 1,900 staff as well as additional
Salinas Valley Medical Clinic staff adjacent to the hospital, available parking has continued to be a
challenge. He is working with TAMC and their Go831 program to reduce on-site parking demand.
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Stephanie Sonnenshine
CEO, Central California Alliance for Health
Stephanie Sonnenshine joined the Alliance in 1999 and currently serves as the CEO. Reporting to the
Governing Board, she provides strategic vision and leadership for the health plan, ensures access,
quality, efficiency, is responsible for governmental and community relations, and supervises the
Executive Team. Stephanie’s prior roles in operations and compliance provide both a strategic and
tactical understanding of the Alliance which strengthens her leadership.

David J. Stoldt
General Manager, Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
Dave joined the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District as General Manager in 2011. He has over
29 years of experience in the public infrastructure sector, including investment banking and consulting
to public agencies. He has served as Chief Executive and Chief Financial Officer for early stage start-up
companies and has served in various positions in the public sector leading to an understanding of how
to achieve results amidst the delicate balance of public and political interests. He was the 2014 California
Special Districts Association General Manager of the Year, the 2016 Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce
Public Official of the Year, and the 2016 Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Public Official of the Year.

Tom Swoyer
President, Grand Sky Development Company
Tom Swoyer has over 20 years of experience in the consulting, construction and development fields.
In 2011, Mr. Swoyer founded Infinity Development Partners (IDP) to invest in and develop former and
current military real estate with renewable energy and unmanned systems projects. Since its founding,
IDP has invested in multiple Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) related ventures including development
of the nation’s first commercial UAS airport, Grand Sky, based in Grand Forks County, North Dakota. As
a part of Grand Sky’s development and the growth of the UAS industry, IDP has been investing in flight
services, sensors and data services that employ UAS technology.

Kristina Chavez Wyatt
Client Advisor, California Manufacturing Technology Consulting (CMTC)
Kristina Chavez Wyatt is the Executive Director of the San Benito County Business Council, President of
Farmhouse Communications and a Client Advisor for California Manufacturing Technology Consulting
(CMTC). With over a decade of community engagement, business advocacy, public relations and
government affairs experience, she specializes in favorably positioning projects, programs and
organizations via building coalitions. Her focus is on developing and executing strategic communications
programs, building relationships, economic development strategies, business growth and advocacy, land
use, agriculture and navigating processes of government.
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in GRATITUDE
MBEP would like to thank our Board of Directors for their
continued engagement and support
Carrie L. Birkhofer, President and CEO, Bay Federal Credit Union
George Blumenthal, Chancellor, UC Santa Cruz
Bud Colligan, Founder and CEO, South Swell Ventures and Co-Chair, MBEP
Ray Corpuz, Jr., City Manager, Salinas
Marci Davis, Regional Vice President, Wells Fargo
Larry deGhetaldi, M.D., President, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Santa Cruz
Ed Durkee, President and CEO, Goodwill Central Coast
Rosa Vivian Fernández, President and CEO, San Benito Health Foundation
Gary Griggs, Distinguished Professor of Earth Sciences, UCSC
David Heald, President & CEO, Santa Cruz County Bank
Matt Huffaker, City Manager, Watsonville
Mary Ann Leffel, Founding Director, Monterey County Business Council
René Mendez, City Manager, Gonzales and Co-Chair, MBEP
Nanette Mickiewicz, M.D., President and CEO, Dominican Hospital
Eduardo Ochoa, President, California State University, Monterey Bay
George Ow, Jr., Chairman and CEO, Ow Family Properties
Carlos Palacios, County Administrative Officer, County of Santa Cruz
Rick Russo, Vice President, Sales, Marketing and Product Management, Mann Packing
Shantanu Sarkar, Executive Vice President, Enterprise and Consumer Headsets, Plantronics
Nina Simon, Executive Director, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History
Bruce Taylor, Chairman and CEO, Taylor Farms

MBEP supports LOCAL
Community Printers, Inc. provided all the print services for this conference. Established in 1977 in Santa Cruz, Community
Printers serves a wide range of business, educational, governmental and nonprofit organizations with high quality commercial
printing. With thirty employees working two shifts a day, Community Printers is the largest printer in Santa Cruz County. They
have a long history of community involvement, social activism and commitment to environmentally friendly printing, and are a
certified Monterey Bay Green Business. For more information go to: www.comprinters.com
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SAVE THE DATE

5 Annual Regional Economic Summit
MAY 2, 2019 - Monterey Conference Center
th

3180 Imjin Road, Suite 104B, Marina, CA 93933
www.mbep.biz
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