3rd Annual

G

N
IO
G
E
R
E
H
T
F
O
E
T
A
T
S
7
1
20

November 8, 2017

Hyatt Regency Monterey, CA

MBEP State of the Region Program_2017.indd 1

10/30/17 3:03 PM

about MBEP

The Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP) is a regional nonprofit, membership organization consisting of
public, private and civic entities located throughout the counties of Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz.

MBEP’s mission is to improve the economic health and quality of life in the region.

Our conversations today will be enhanced by audience dialogue on Twitter and Facebook.
Connect via Wifi and share your insights: Network: Hyatt-Meeting Password: SOTR2017
Please use #SOTR2017 to share your ideas, comments, and questions.
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thank you and WELCOME

Thank you for joining us at MBEP’s Third Annual State of the Region conference: Let’s Get Moving! We have chosen this theme to showcase
ways to improve how people move around our region, and also to explore how to continue to move forward all the good work underway,
tackle new challenges and take advantage of opportunities. As community leaders from throughout the region, we look forward to your active
participation as we delve into the foundational issues that contribute to our well-being: affordable housing, healthcare, education
and workforce, and of course transportation. During our afternoon Roundtable Discussions, facilitated by subject matter leaders,
we will delve more deeply into the challenges and opportunities our region faces.
Since our first State of the Region conference two years ago, we have made important progress in a number of areas like housing, our technology infrastructure and workforce. We will showcase many exemplars today as well as provide updates to MBEP’s Regional Dashboard. We are
also pleased to award MBEP’s second Community Impact Award, for consistent and stellar contributions to our region. And please make time
at the breaks to explore the Marketplace to learn about many of the organizations making our region stronger and more equitable. At the close
of the event, we will be treated to a reception with regionally crafted wines and beers. We are looking forward to a day filled with substantive
interactions, sharing best practices, identifying innovative solutions, and making important new connections for future collaboration. Onward!

					

Bud Colligan, Co-Chair, MBEP

#SOTR2017
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René Mendez, Co-Chair, MBEP
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our PROGRAM
8:00 – 8:30

Registration

8:30 – 9:00

Welcome: Kate Roberts, President, MBEP

9:00 – 10:00
		

Innovation in Transportation – How to Get People Moving Now

Keynote: Charles Marohn, CEO, Strong Towns

10:00
Moving Forward: How to Build More of the Right Kind of Housing
		
How do we optimize the location of housing near jobs? What specific actions can all our jurisdictions take to build more housing and
		
make it more affordable. What is within local control?
			Moderator:
Sibley Simon, CEO, New Way Homes
			Panelists:		
Pilar Lorenzana, Deputy Director, SV@Home
				
Jan Lindenthal, VP Real Estate Development, MidPen Housing
				
René Mendez, City Manager, City of Gonzales
				
John Swift, CEO, Swift Consulting Services
11:00

Break

11:20 – 12:20
Balancing Sustainable Growth and the Environment
		
How do we get beyond the seemingly intractable conflict between the need to build more housing and the need to preserve the natural
		
beauty and clean air we all love? How can we integrate providing affordable housing, creating good paying jobs, and delivering transpor		
tation solutions that are in harmony with our environmental priorities? How can we come together about the right kind of development
		
that accomplishes shared goals?
			Moderator:
Chris Benner, Professor of Environmental Studies, UC Santa Cruz
			Panelists:
Meea Kang, Senior VP, Related California
					
Michael DeLapa, Executive Director, LandWatch
					
William Ow, Principal, Ow Family Properties
					
Zach Friend, Supervisor, District 2, Santa Cruz County
12:20

Presentation of the MBEP Community Impact Award

12:35

Lunch
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1:45

Roundtable Discussions

		1. Transforming Our Downtowns: Creating Walkable, Livable Communities
		
Many downtowns in the Monterey Bay region are striving to create more walkable, livable communities, with housing,
		
retail and more services. Join this group of city executives to discuss ideas and solutions for transforming our downtowns.
			Moderator:
Charles Montoya, City Manager, City of Watsonville
			Contributors:
Martin Bernal, City Manager, City of Santa Cruz
					
Gloria Stearns, Economic Development Manager, City of Seaside
		2. Monterey Bay Region: Leading the Way in Employer Sponsored Housing
		
Monterey Bay is leading other regions of California in creating employer sponsored housing—for farmworkers, hospitality 		
		
workers, students, teachers, and medical professionals. Why is this phenomenon happening here, what have we learned and what lessons
		
do we have to offer other regions?
			Moderator:
Matt Huerta, Housing Program Manager, MBEP
			Contributors:
Brett Harrell, General Counsel, Nunes Companies
					
Sarah Latham, Vice Chancellor, Business & Administrative Services, UC Santa Cruz
			
		3. Employer “Best Practices” for Transportation Incentives
		
We will explore “best practices” for organization-led transportation incentives. What are the leading organizations in the Monterey Bay
		
region doing in the areas of flex time, video conferencing, carpooling, health incentives, and active transportation?
			Moderator:
Larry Pageler, Director, Transportation & Parking, UC Santa Cruz
			Contributors:
Dolores Nelson, Senior Director, Global Facilities, Plantronics
					
Barbara Meister, Public Affairs Director, Monterey Bay Aquarium
		4. The ACA Today: How Do We Stay Nimble Amidst Uncertainty?
		
The Monterey Bay region has been a model of extending health care to hundreds of thousands of previously uninsured residents. In the
		
face of perilously close upending of the ACA, what are major practitioners and health care providers doing to reinforce the gains of the
		
past seven years and prepare for continued undermining of the current system?
			Moderator:
Rosa Vivian Fernández, CEO, San Benito Health Foundation
			Contributors:
Nan Mickiewicz, CEO, Dominican Hospital
					
Alan McKay, CEO, Central CA Alliance for Health

#SOTR2017
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		5. Moving People into Well-Paying Jobs: Industry-Education Collaboration
		
The Monterey Bay region is home to strong partnerships between employers and educational institutions—in health care, construction,
		
education and more. What makes these partnerships work and how can they be expanded to supply employers with the trained
		
professionals they need?
			Moderator:
Dr. Willard Lewallen, President, Hartnell College
			Contributors:
Dr. Mary Soltis, Director of STEM/CTE, Cabrillo College
					
Terril Lowe, Chief Nursing Officer, Montage Health/CHOMP
		6. Empowering Our Youth to Succeed
		
Several of the region’s nonprofits have discovered the “secret sauce” to empower youth to realize their full potential. They have arrived at
		
their success through different avenues but share some common approaches to confidence and skill building. Find out more what is
		
working in these premier organizations.
			Moderator:
Doron Comerchero, Executive Director, Food What?!
			Contributors:
Diane Ortiz, Executive Director, Youth Alliance of San Benito County
					Martin Vargas-Vega, BizzNEST Web Consultant, Digital NEST
		7. Maximizing the Region’s Transportation Infrastructure
		
There aren’t too many more roads to build given the geographic and environmental constraints of the Monterey Bay region. So it is
		
incumbent upon us to leverage the infrastructure we have more effectively—borrowing methods and techniques from other countries
		
and regions, using technology, and innovating.
			Moderator:
Bryan Jones, Principal, Alta Planning
			Contributors:
Debbi Hale, Executive Director, TAMC
		8. Realizing the Vision of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail
		
The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail is a 65 mile potential masterpiece for active transportation between Davenport in the north and
		
Pacific Grove in the south. Find out what this scenic trail could actually be if we build on lessons learned worldwide and go all-in for active
		transportation.
			Moderator:
Bud Colligan, Co-Chair, MBEP
			Contributors:
Dr. Fred Watson, Professor, School of Natural Sciences, CSUMB
					
Ryan Whitelaw, Board Member, Greenway
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		9. Moving from Ideas to Action: Ubiquitous Regional High Speed Broadband
		
Our region has made great progress in helping our residents gain access to high speed broadband. This enabler of education and
		
businesses alike has become a necessary component of a healthy and vibrant economy. The debate continues on how fast is “high speed”.
		
This discussion will tease out the issues and explore what it would take to get our region to full coverage of truly high speed broadband.
				
Moderator:
Steve Blum, President, Tellus Venture Associates
				
Contributor:
Ray Corpuz, City Manager, City of Salinas
3:00

		

Break

3:15

Wrap-Up/Next Steps

3:30

Wine and Beer Reception - Marketplace Open

Our conversations today will be enhanced by audience dialogue on Twitter and Facebook.
Connect via Wifi and share your insights: Network: Hyatt-Meeting Password: SOTR2017
Please use #SOTR2017 to share your ideas, comments, and questions.
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special guest KEYNOTE SPEAKER

CHARLES MAROHN

Founder and President, Strong Towns

Charles Marohn, known as “Chuck” to friends and colleagues, is the Founder and President of Strong Towns. A professional engineer by
training, he is also a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners. Mr. Marohn is the author of Thoughts on Building Strong
Towns, as well as A World Class Transportation System. He hosts the Strong Towns podcast and is a primary writer for Strong Towns’ web
content. He has presented Strong Towns concepts in hundreds of cities and towns across North America. Mr. Marohn has a Bachelor’s
degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota’s Institute of Technology and a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from
the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute.
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speaker and panelist BIOS
CHRIS BENNER
Professor of Environmental Studies, UC Santa Cruz

Dr. Chris Benner is the Dorothy E. Everett Chair in Global Information and Social Entrepreneurship, Director of the Everett Program for
Technology and Social Change, and Professor of Environmental Studies and Sociology at UC Santa Cruz. His research examines the
relationships between technological change, regional development, and inclusive economies. His most recent book Equity, Growth
and Community (2015) examines diversity and dynamics of regional knowledge communities, and their relationship to social equity
and economic growth.

MARTÍN BERNAL
City Manager, City of Santa Cruz

Martín Bernal has been the City Manager of the City of Santa Cruz since 2010. The City of Santa Cruz is a full-service municipality
and has approximately 860 employees and an annual budget of $260 million. Prior to be being appointed City Manager, Mr. Bernal
served as Assistant City Manager for 13 years. Mr. Bernal holds a Master’s in Public Affairs from the University of Texas at Austin,
LBJ School of Public Affairs and a Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Studies from Stanford University.

STEVE BLUM
President, Tellus Venture Associates

Steve Blum is president of Tellus Venture Associates, a management, planning and business development consultancy for municipal
and community broadband. He is an expert in developing broadband infrastructure and services, and has authored seven books on
the Internet and satellite broadcasting. He holds an B.A. in History from the University of California, Berkeley, an M.A. in East Asia
Studies from the University of Washington, and an MBA from the University of St. Thomas.

9

MBEP State of the Region Program_2017.indd 9

10/30/17 3:03 PM

BUD COLLIGAN
CEO, South Swell Ventures and Co-Chair Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP)

Bud Colligan is Co-Chair of the Monterey Bay Economic Partnership, whose mission is to improve the economic health and quality
of life in the region. He spearheaded the creation of the Monterey Bay Housing Trust to build more affordable housing in the
Monterey Bay region, brought Opportunity Fund to the region to provide micro-loans for underserved women and minority
entrepreneurs, and was the first investor in Digital NEST, both in Watsonville and Salinas. Mr. Colligan founded Central Coast
Angels in 2013 and is a founding board member of Santa Cruz Works. He is an investor in and advisor to Farmhouse Culture,
PredPol, PayStand, EdSurge, Water City, InBoard, and Tixr. Previously, Mr. Colligan was on the original Macintosh team at Apple,
ran Apple’s Higher Education Marketing Group, was Chairman & CEO of Macromedia, and Partner at Accel Partners, a leading
venture capital firm.

DORON COMERCHERO
Executive Director, Food What?!

Doron Comerchero is the Founder and Executive Director of Food, What?!, a Santa Cruz County youth empowerment and food
justice organization. Using food and agriculture as the vehicle, FoodWhat serves low-income teens and creates a safe space where
youth experience profound personal growth and transformation, radical diet change, and critical job training. Doron also councils
Rooted in Community, a national nonprofit that supports youth to take leadership in their own communities through food, justice,
and local economic development.

RAY E. CORPUZ, JR.
City Manager, City of Salinas

10

Ray Corpuz has been in local government for over 43 years. He has spent 23 years serving as a City Manager, since 2012 for the
City of Salinas, and previously for the cities of Seaside, California, and Tacoma, Washington. Ray has a successful administrative
record that includes improving city services and employee performance through total quality management. Ray has received
awards for excellence in management, innovation, intergovernmental relations, citizen involvement and public service. In 2012,
Ray received the “Award for the Advance of Diverse Communities” by the California League of Cities. He has also received the
National Public Service Award from the National Academy of Public Administration and the American Society for Public
Administration. Ray is currently involved in implementing “Priority Based Budgeting,” the city’s Strategic Plan, and ten new
economic development revenue initiatives including the Steinbeck Innovation Cluster, supporting the Economic Development
Element, Downtown Vibrancy Plan and water solutions.
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MICHAEL DELAPA
Founder and Executive Director, LandWatch

LandWatch founder and Executive Director Michael DeLapa is an independent consultant who specializes in organizational
strategy and interim executive roles. His recent assignments include interim executive director of the California Ocean Science Trust,
consulting vice president of marketing and strategy for FotoNotes, interim chief operating officer of New Leaf Paper, and interim
vice president of marketing for the Cleantech Group. In addition to founding LandWatch, Michael has launched and managed a
variety of business and nonprofit ventures, including the California Fisheries Fund, the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Foundation, Sea Studios Foundation, and Arena Solutions. Michael attended Stanford University where he received his MBA and
Masters in Public Management, and an M.S. and B.S. in Biology.

ROSA VIVIAN FERNÁNDEZ, MPH, FACHE, CEC
President & Chief Executive Officer, San Benito Health Foundation

For the past thirteen years, Rosa Vivian Fernández has served as the President and Chief Executive Officer of San Benito Health
Foundation, a non-profit community health care organization serving San Benito County for over 40 years. Under her direction,
SBHF serves more than 10,000 individuals annually at the main clinic in Hollister and the new satellite mobile unit, providing
preventative and comprehensive medical, dental, vision, mental health, and health education services. Under her direction,
SBHF was one of the first community health centers to implement electronic health records in San Benito County as well as
connect the dental and medical patient charts. In addition to a Master’s degree in Public Health from University of California,
Berkeley, Ms. Fernández holds three certificates in health administration, is a Fellow of The American College of Healthcare
Executives, and a member of The American Public Health Association. She also serves on the board of the Monterey Bay Economic
Partnership (MBEP), is a Rotarian, and an External Leadership Council Member for the CSUMB College of Health Sciences and
Human Services.

ZACH FRIEND
Supervisor, District 2, Santa Cruz County

Zach Friend is a Santa Cruz County Supervisor, author and communications expert who has served as press secretary and
spokesman on multiple presidential campaigns. He has worked for the White House Council of Economic Advisers, the United
States House of Representatives and the United States Senate. His book On Message: How a Compelling Narrative Will Make Your
Organization Succeed became a bestseller.
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DEBBIE HALE
Executive Director, Transportation Agency of Monterey County (TAMC)

Since 2001, as Executive Director of TAMC, Debbie Hale has helped deliver over $400 million in highway, local road and bikeway
projects to improve the quality of travel in Monterey County. She led the team that developed the 2016 voter-approved Measure X
Transportation Safety and Investment Plan – which provides local money to repair roads, enhance safety, and improve mobility for
all travelers. In 2016, the American Public Works Association honored her as Professional Transportation Manager of the Year.

BRETT HARRELL
General Counsel, Nunes Companies

A proud Golden Bear, Brett Harrell earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and Political Science from the University of California,
Berkeley in 1977, and his law degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1983. After working at two law firms in San Francisco,
he worked 10 years as Associate General Counsel for the E. & J. Gallo Winery, before joining The Nunes Company in 1998 where he
serves as General Counsel and Director of Risk Management.

MATT HUERTA
Housing Program Manager, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP)

Since October 2016, Matt Huerta has been the Housing Program Manager for MBEP. Matt’s role is to build an advocacy network
aimed at increasing the supply of housing opportunities for all residents, to launch and support the Monterey Bay Housing Trust
Fund, and to facilitate more employer sponsored housing development. Prior to joining MBEP, Matt spent over 16 years developing
hundreds of affordable rental and for sale homes and overseeing high impact nonprofit programming in the South Bay, Central
Coast and Sacramento Valley regions. Matt serves on the Boards of the Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern California and
California Coalition for Rural Housing. He earned a B.S. in Community and Regional Development from the University of California
at Davis where he also served as the President of the Associated Students.
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BRYAN JONES
Principal, Alta Planning + Design

Bryan Jones is a Principal with Alta Planning + Design, which identifies ways to help move and connect people, businesses and
communities so that we can all thrive. As a professional engineer and certified planner with both public and private leadership
experience, Bryan is uniquely positioned to understand the challenges that communities face from a land use, transportation and
economic development perspective and turn them into opportunities. Frequently, he helps to redefine the problem, create a vision
and partnerships, and empower champions.

MEEA KANG
Senior Vice President, Related California

Meea Kang has over 20 years experience in affordable housing finance and development and has entitled and constructed more
than 2,500 affordable multi-family housing units in California worth over $500 million. Her breakthrough projects have overcome
numerous obstacles to produce award-winning communities that exemplify social responsibility and sustainable design. Meea also
advocates for smart growth policies and legislation. Meea was the lead advocate and sponsor for AB 744 (Chau 2015) and AB 1568
(Bloom 2017).

SARAH LATHAM
Vice Chancellor, Business & Administrative Services, UC Santa Cruz

Sarah Latham has served as the Vice Chancellor for Business and Administrative Services at UCSC since the fall of 2012. Her portfolio
includes the Sustainability Office, Facilities, Construction, Risk and Safety Services, Real Estate, Financial Affairs, Human Resources,
and the Office of Physical Education, Recreation and Sports. Prior to UCSC, Sarah served for ten years at Samford University in
Birmingham, Alabama where she was Vice President of Operations and Planning.
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WILLARD LEWALLEN
President, Hartnell College

Dr. Willard Lewallen is a native Californian and a product of the California public education system where he graduated from
Garey High School in Pomona. He completed a B.S. degree with honors at California State Polytechnic University at Pomona and
played intercollegiate baseball. He completed two master’s degrees at Purdue University and a Ph.D. at UCLA. He has worked as a
professional in higher education for 37 years, and has served in the California Community College system for 32 years as a faculty
member and administrator. He has served as a college president for 9 years and currently serves as the Superintendent/President
for the Hartnell Community College District.

JAN LINDENTHAL
Vice President, Real Estate Development, MidPen Housing

During her more than 25 years of industry experience, Jan has overseen the development of over 3,000 affordable housing units
across dozens of properties many of which have won national or global awards of excellence. Jan currently leads the development
team for MidPen Housing, one of the nation’s largest non-profit developers and owners of affordable housing with real estate
assets totaling well over $1 billion. In this role she manages a team of 40+ who today have 700 units of affordable housing under
construction throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. Recognized in 2017 by the San Francisco Business Times as one of the “Most
Influential Women in Real Estate”, Jan’s expertise in housing and community development is widely sought. She currently sits on
the Boards of the California Coalition for Rural Housing and Build It Green. Jan has a bachelor’s degree from Hamilton College and a
master’s degree from Tufts University Center for Public Service.

PILAR LORENZANA
Deputy Director, SV@Home

As Deputy Director Pilar Lorenzana directs Policy and Advocacy for SV@Home, making room for solutions-focused conversations
between the private and public sectors and organizations representing housing affordability, homelessness, equity, development,
and the environment. She has extensive experience as a capacity building and technical assistance provider on public policies
around health, community development, and affordable housing. Pilar’s 20+ year career started in the private sector designing
architecture and master planned communities. Since that time she has worked in many communities across Northern California
from Sacramento to Salinas advocating successfully for housing policies including housing elements, impact fees, boomerang
funds, and progressive land use and zoning regulations. Pilar has a Master’s in Urban and Environmental Planning from Arizona
State University and an Architecture degree from the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines.
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TERRIL LOWE
Chief Nursing Officer, Montage Health/CHOMP

Terril Lowe has over 30 years of experience in various positions within healthcare. In January 2017 she was appointed Chief Nursing
Officer responsible for acute inpatient and outpatient nursing services at Montage Health, the umbrella corporation of Community
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP). She oversees $160M in annual expenses and over 1,000 employees. She has held
similar positions as Chief Executive Nurse for El Camino Hospital in Mountain View and Alexian Brothers Hospital in San Jose. Her
board service includes the Monterey Peninsula Surgery Center the Endoscopy Center and the American Red Cross Monterey Bay
Chapter. Terril also led the formation of the Monterey County Diabetes Initiative, a partnership of several community healthcare
organizations whose goal is to connect at-risk people with programs that focus on early education and detection.

ALAN MCKAY
CEO, Central California Alliance for Health

Alan McKay serves as the Chief Executive Officer of Central California Alliance for Health, the public, non-profit Medi-Cal health
plan serving 350,000 members in Santa Cruz, Monterey and Merced counties. Alan holds a Master of Public Health degree from
the University of California at Berkeley, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from the University of California at Santa Cruz.

BARBARA MEISTER
Public Affairs Director, Monterey Bay Aquarium

Barbara Meister joined the Monterey Bay Aquarium as Public Affairs Director in May 2011 where she is responsible for
managing the relationships between the Aquarium and Cannery Row, city and county officials, the hospitality industry,
and other stakeholder groups in the region. She also oversees the aquarium’s affordable access programs, Free to Learn, Shelf
to Shore and Student Ocean Stewards. Barbara is one of the founders of the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust. Prior to the Aquarium,
Barbara worked as Communications Manager for SureHarvest and as a community organizer. She also served a political appointment to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and positions in the state departments of agriculture in Texas and her home state of
Nebraska. She received her Master of Public Policy from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard and holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Political Science from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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CHARLES A. MONTOYA
City Manager, City of Watsonville

Charles Montoya is the City Manager for the City of Watsonville. He brings over twenty-five years of professional management
experience at the municipal, county, and state government levels, including serving as the Town Manager for the Town of
Florence, Arizona, and over a decade as an Officer in the United States Navy Reserve. Over his career he has demonstrated success
in enhancing economic development activity in downtown areas, improving the permitting process to encourage development,
and increasing capital project completions. He has a Masters in Public Administration from the University of New Mexico and a
Bachelor of Business Administration and Management from New Mexico State University. His current Board service includes the
Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP), the Santa Cruz County Regional 911, and the Pajaro Valley Chamber of Commerce.

DOLORES NELSON
Senior Director, Global Facilities, Plantronics

Dolores Nelson is the Senior Director of Global Real Estate and Workplace Services at Plantronics. She joined Plantronics 9 years
ago and has over 20 years of experience creating workplaces for the knowledge worker. She is a creator and leader who brings
innovative workplace designs and services to life. Dolores holds a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from California Polytechnic State
University, S.L.O. and a M.S. in Engineering Management from Santa Clara University.

DIANE ORTIZ
Founder and Executive Director, Youth Alliance of San Benito County

As Founder and Executive Director of the Youth Alliance, since 1995 Diane Ortiz has worked to expand this grassroots, communitybased organization to serve over 3,000 children and families in the underserved and under-resourced areas of San Benito and
Santa Clara Counties. While Diane is a dedicated advocate for social justice, she believes that lasting community change is best
accomplished when young people and their families are the change agents of their community. Throughout her years of service,
she has advocated for safe and healthy communities, schools, and neighborhoods through policy changes, programs, trainings, and
grassroots community organizing. Diane also serves in various statewide, regional, and local efforts including the Dignity in Schools
Campaign California and the South County Youth Task Force Policy Team.
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WILLIAM OW
Principal, Ow Family Properties

William Ow is fourth of five generations in Santa Cruz, and has worked for the last two decades for Ow Family Properties.
William’s efforts have been focused on redevelopment of commercial real estate in Santa Cruz County, with the most notable
project being The Wrigley Building, which houses over 40 companies employing over 400 people and is an attraction and success
for the Westside of Santa Cruz. William is passionate about his community, and ensuring smart growth and higher quality of life
through sustainability via work, education, transportation and recreation for its residents.

LARRY PAGELER
Director, Transportation and Parking Services (TAPS), UC Santa Cruz

Larry Pageler’s career has spanned more than three decades at UC Santa Cruz. In 1990 he was selected to serve as UCSC’s second
Transportation Director, and has helped redefine “alternative transportation” as “sustainable transportation” for the campus. His work
has focused on transit and other multi-occupant travel modes, human-powered transport, and analysis of travel behavior.
He is especially interested in reducing mobile-source greenhouse gas emissions through sustainable transportation measures.
Larry earned his BA in Environmental Studies at UC Santa Cruz.

KATE ROBERTS
President, Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP)

Kate Roberts joined the Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP) in 2015 as its President where she sets the strategy and leads
the overall management of the organization. Prior to joining MBEP, Ms. Roberts spent seven years running her own independent
management consultancy that helped organizations solidify strategies and accelerate growth. Over her 25 years in the high tech
industry Ms. Roberts held leadership positions in sales, marketing, partner management, and corporate social responsibility. She
spent a decade at Cisco Systems, Inc. leading strategic initiatives and creating successful partnerships with the United Nations,
USAID and other global partners to further tech education and workforce development in the developing world.
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SIBLEY VERBECK SIMON
President, New Way Homes

Sibley is a social entrepreneur, a co-founder of the 180/2020 Initiative to end veteran and chronic homelessness in Santa Cruz
County, and a former award-winning technology innovator. As President of New Way Homes and Managing Director of Envision
Housing, he works to help address our region’s housing crisis by developing new workforce and affordable housing without
government construction subsidy.

GLORIA STEARNS
Economic Development Program Manager, City of Seaside

Ms. Stearns is the Economic Development Program Manager in Seaside. Before coming to Seaside, Ms. Stearns worked in economic
development, urban planning and landscape architecture in Milwaukee for over 10 years. Prior to that, she focused on business
development with a Fortune 500 company. Ms. Stearns’ efforts have focused on establishing Broadway Avenue as Seaside’s downtown. Tactical urbanism coupled with infrastructure updates, continues to generate significant investment in the area’s real estate.

JOHN SWIFT
CEO, Swift Consulting Services

John Swift has been involved in land use planning and development for the past 40 years. Before founding Swift Consulting
Services, he was the Founder and Principal of Hamilton Swift & Associates, Inc. where he developed and managed a wide range
of complex projects including industrial parks, commercial, multifamily, single family residential and mixed use. His public sector
experience includes over eight years with various municipalities overseeing staff, permit processing, site and design review, as well
as long range and environmental planning. He has served on several commissions and task forces, and currently serves on the
board of the Santa Cruz County Boys and Girls Club.
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MARTÍN VARGAS VEGA
BizzNEST Web Consultant, Digital NEST

Martín Vargas-Vega is a founding member of the Digital NEST, a non-profit, high-tech training and collaboration space
for young people, and now serves as their BizzNEST Web Consultant. Previously, Martin was the student body president at Cabrillo
College where he helped develop a new Multicultural Center Initiative. When he isn’t developing programs, he spends his time
dancing bachata, being outdoors, and traveling. Martín was born and raised in Watsonville, where he grew up picking strawberries
and raspberries in the local area.

FRED WATSON
Professor, School of Natural Sciences, Cal State Monterey Bay

Fred Watson (Ph.D.) is a Professor of Environmental Science at CSUMB and co-leader of the community initiative to create the
Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway, which incorporates segments of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail. His vocational work
encompasses a diverse array of environmental themes including conservation planning in Africa, forest hydrology in Australia,
wildlife ecology in Yellowstone National Park, and water quality here in California’s Central Coast Region. His work on master
planning the Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway is a voluntary service, inspired by a passion for being outdoors on trails and in the
backcountry, and inspiring and helping others to do the same. Fred has lived and worked on Fort Ord for 19 years.

RYAN WHITELAW
Board Member, Santa Cruz County Greenway

Ryan Whitelaw serves on the Board of Directors for Santa Cruz County Greenway, a group dedicated to transforming Santa Cruz
County into a world-class active transportation community. Mr. Whitelaw has a degree in mathematics from California State
University Chico, and is co-founder of Pacific Appraisers, the largest real estate appraisal firm in the Monterey Bay region.
He is an avid mountain bike rider, bike commuter, and is passionate about bicycles as a clean, healthy, sustainable transportation
alternative.
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please JOIN US
Membership fuels our efforts and provides opportunities to advance the agenda and policy issues important
to the Monterey Bay region, and to network with peers and elected officials from all over the region.

Why Join MBEP?
We catalyze change through focused initiatives: Building a Tech Ecosystem, Workforce, Development and Housing
We advocate for and support the creation and retention of new jobs and businesses which support a sustainable region
We catalyze organizations that create new regional resources
We convene local leaders to drive progress on critical issues
We amplify members’ individual voices
We bring people together from all sectors and from all over the region to find
solutions at two events each year: Regional Economic Summit (spring) and the State of the Region Conference (fall)
We are the go-to source for aggregated and visualized tri-county data
We use data to create consensus and inform action

We also offer these member benefits:
Special member price for our two annual conferences
Invitations to member-only events
Annual 1:1 strategy meeting with MBEP leadership
Strategic alignment with e-newsletter content (as applicable)
Special individualized project technical assistance
Exposure at events (sponsor, panelist, Marketplace, supplements, etc.)
Social media engagement
Brand alignment and exposure on our website: member logo and video, news feed
For membership information, please visit our website www.mbep.biz
or contact Kate Roberts, kroberts@mbep.biz
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in GRATITUDE
MBEP would like to thank our generous sponsors who helped make this event happen:

Platinum Sponsors:

Gold Sponsors:

Silver Sponsors:

Media Sponsor:

		

Wine Sponsors:

Marketplace Participants: City of Santa Cruz - Santa Cruz Bike Share / Ecology Action Center / El Pajaro Community Development

Digital NEST / FoodWhat?! / Monterey Bay Community Power / Opportunity Fund / Rancho Cielo
Santa Cruz Warriors / Think Beyond Plastic / Your Future is Our Business
#SOTR2017
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in GRATITUDE
MBEP would also like to thank our Board of Directors for their
continued engagement and support
Carrie L. Birkhofer, President and CEO, Bay Federal Credit Union
George Blumenthal, UC Santa Cruz’s 10th Chancellor
Bud Colligan, Founder and CEO, South Swell Ventures and Co-Chair, MBEP
Ray Corpuz, Jr., City Manager, City of Salinas
Larry deGhetaldi, M.D., President, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Santa Cruz
Ed Durkee, President and CEO, Goodwill Central Coast
Rosa Vivian Fernández, President and CEO, San Benito Health Foundation
Gary Griggs, Distinguished Professor of Earth Sciences, UC Santa Cruz
Lorri Koster, Chairman and CEO, Mann Packing Company
Mary Ann Leffel, President, Monterey County Business Council
René Mendez, City Manager, Gonzales and Co-Chair, MBEP
Nanette Mickiewicz, M.D., President, Dominican Hospital
Charles Montoya, City Manager, City of Watsonville
Eduardo Ochoa, President, California State University, Monterey Bay
George Ow, Jr., Chairman and CEO, Ow Family Properties
Shantanu Sarkar, Senior Vice President of Product Development, Plantronics
Nina Simon, Executive Director, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History
Bruce Taylor, Chairman and CEO, Taylor Farms
Barbara Thompson, Senior Vice President, Regional Manager, Commercial Banking, Wells Fargo
Brad van Dam, President and CEO, Marich Confectionery

MBEP supports local
Community Printers, Inc. provided all the print services for this conference. Established in 1977 in Santa Cruz,
Community Printers serves a wide range of business, educational, governmental and nonprofit organizations with high
quality commercial printing. With thirty employees working two shifts a day, Community Printers is the largest printer in
Santa Cruz County. They have a long history of community involvement, social activism and commitment to environmentally friendly printing, and are a certified Monterey Bay Green Business.
www.comprinters.com
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your INSIGHTS
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SAVE THE DATE
The 4th Annual MBEP

Regional Economic Summit
May 3, 2018

at The Henry J. Mello Center, Watsonville
Our conversations today will be enhanced by audience dialogue on Twitter and Facebook.
Connect via Wifi and share your insights: Network: Hyatt-Meeting Password: SOTR2017
Please use #SOTR2017 to share your ideas, comments, and questions.

Monterey Bay Economic Partnership | 3180 Imjin Rd. Suite 104B | Marina, CA 93933 | 831.915.2806
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